
Regular Session of Village Council 

 

 

  January 21 2025; 6:00 pm                          

 

  

Call to Order 

The Regular Session of Council was called to order by Mayor Mitchell Fisher. The meeting 

was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call 

Roll Call was completed by Solicitor, John Kaspar. The following members were present.   

 

York Bryant       Rebecca Isaacs-Niemesh  

Jim Frederick     George Schraffenberger 

Mike McKeehan     Ben Steiner  

 

Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Council reviewed the minutes of the previous meeting. Motion to approve December 17th, 

2024 Regular Session made by Frederick; second by Schraffenberger. All yea; Isaacs-

Niemesh abstained.  

 

Reports / Legislation from Village Officials 

Monthly Village Fiscal Revenue Status by Fund Summary, Bank Reconciliation and 

Disbursements, Mayor’s Court Report and Bank Reconciliation were provided for Council. 

 

Village Officials 

Mayor Fisher stated that it is the first meeting of the year and a Vice Mayor needs to be 

appointed. Mayor asked for any nominations. Schraffenberger nominated Frederick. Isaacs-

Niemesh nominated McKeehan. Steiner made the second for McKeehan. All yea; 

McKeehan abstained.  

 

Mayor Fisher updated council on the following items: 

1. Snow storm – thanks to the maintenance crew for all of their hard work and to 

Council man Schraffenberger for his time as well.  

2. Salt bin – would like to move and make larger. Bid out or do ourselves. 

3. Police Department – new bullet proof vests, grant will get 50% back. 

4. Woodlands of Morrow – Roads to be accepted – meeting with Dan Fisher and Jones 

Warner to discuss punch list  

5. Roachester Water Tower – 2 Purchase Orders were done to order equipment. 

6. Community Development Block Grant – redo entrance to the Morrow Cemetery on 

2nd Street. Grant to Warren County is for $130,000. The local share will be split 

between the Village of Morrow and Salem Township, of $10,000 each. Resolution 

#2-25 authorizing the FY25 Community Development Block Grant application 

motion to suspend the rules by Steiner; second by Schraffenberger. All yea. Motion 

to adopt made by Schraffenberger; second by Steiner. All yea. 

 

Mayor Fisher informed council of three changes made by the Administrator in the EPA 

Floodplain regulations. Frederick questioned the cost of the secondary review process and 

suggested that it be changed to $200 instead of $100. All of council agreed. They will be 

changed based on the new flood regulations. The deadline is April 23rd, 2025.  

 

Mayor Fisher reminded council of the discussion in an executive session at the December 

meeting and stated that he recommends giving Maintenance Supervisor, Mike Bryant, a $2 

an hour raise. Mr. Bryant has shown exemplary work while filling in for others who are out 

of the office and keeping the maintenance and water departments running well. Resolution 

#3-25 approving pay increase for maintenance supervisor and declaring an emergency. 

Motion to suspend the rules made by Frederick; second by Schraffenberger. All yea; Bryant 

abstained. Motion to adopt made by Schraffenberger; second by Frederick. All yea; Bryant 

abstained.  

 

Councilmember Bryant asked the Solicitor how much money the Mayor and Administrator 

are allowed to spend without council’s approval. Solicitor answered with $ 75,000 per Ohio 

Revised Code in regards to the Administrator. Bryant also asked why the Mayor and 

Schraffenberger were helping plow snow during the snow storm. Bryant stated that he was 

unhappy with decisions that have been made and wants to be more informed.  
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Discussion followed.  

 

Councilmember Isaacs-Niemesh questioned why is the Mayor and a council member 

plowing the streets. Is there a policy or anything that states this is allowed? Should there be 

council approval before using equipment? What does our insurance policy cover and not 

cover? Solicitor will look over and report at next meeting.  

 

Mayor apologized and said he will communicate more in these situations to all of council in 

a timely manner.  

 

Councilmember Frederick suggested more communication via email as long as it is a 

statement and does not violate any sunshine laws.  

 

Councilmember McKeehan wants a count of the streets that need dedicated and accepted. 

Mayor explained that all streets are dedicated upon signing of the map, then once everything 

is approved they can be presented to council to be accepted. The Mayor and Administrator 

have been working with Jones-Warner and Nathaniel Development to take care of this 

matter.  

 

Solicitor Kaspar read Ordinance #1-25 adopting and enacting American Legal Publishing’s 

Ohio Basic Code, 2025 Edition and declaring an emergency. Motion to suspend the rules 

made by Isaacs-Niemesh; second by Steiner. All yea. Motion to adopt made by Isaacs-

Niemesh; second by Steiner. All yea.  

 

Fiscal Officer asked council who would like to represent the Village this year as part of the 

Warren County Regional Planning Commission. Volunteers were George Schraffenberger 

and Ben Steiner will be the backup.   

 

Sergeant Hawk recognized the End of Watch for Officer Phegley was 38 years ago today.  

 

Open to the Floor  

Scott Tilford with Depot Brewing thanked everyone for their efforts keeping the roads clear 

during the snow storm. Mr. Tilford also questioned if there were any updates for the public 

on the Floodplain regulations. The Mayor stated that the next steps would involve more 

information for the public.  

 

Joe Zistler of Jones Warner Engineering updated council on the Roachester Booster Station. 

Bid information for this project will be in the paper this Friday and the bid opening is 

February 14th. Job completion is expected by June 30th.   

 

The Mayor closed the floor comment period.  

 

Motion to go into executive session made by Schraffenberger; second by Steiner. All yea.  

 

Executive Session – requested by Mayor for the discussion real property.  

 

Motion to return to regular session made by Frederick; second by Schraffenberger. All yea.  

 

Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn by Steiner; second by Frederick.  All yea.  

 

 

________________________                               ____________________________ 

Tina Powell, Clerk of Council    Mitchell Fisher, Mayor    

& Fiscal Officer                                       


