Regular Session of Village Council

July 16, 2024; 6:00 pm

Call to Order
The Regular Session of Council was called to order by Mayor Mitchell Fisher. The meeting
was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call

Roll Call was completed by Solicitor, John Kaspar. The following members were present.
York Bryant Rebecca Isaacs-Niemesh

Jim Frederick George Schraffenberger

Mike McKeehan Ben Steiner - A

Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting
Council reviewed the minutes of the previous meeting. Motion to approve June 18, 2024
Regular Session made by Schraffenberger; second by McKeehan. All yea. Motion carried.

Reports / Legislation from Village Officials
Monthly Village Fiscal Revenue Status by Fund Summary, Bank Reconciliation and
Disbursements, Mayor’s Court Report and Bank Reconciliation were provided for Council.

Warren County Auditor — Matt Nolan

Warren County Auditor, Matt Nolan made a slide presentation to Mayor and Council to
update residents on the upcoming rise in property values and taxes. The Auditor’s office is
not responsible for setting the taxes, they set the value. The office uses recent home sales to
base the value of the properties and apply that increase to those in that area. Mr. Nolan said
that only local things, Salem Township and Morrow, are affecting the Morrow area.
Property taxes are all about school funding. A letter will come from the Auditor in
September that will inform residents that their property value went up about 35%, therefore
the taxes will go up about half of that value. On average this is about $330 per $100,000
home. This increase will affect everyone in the county except for those in the Kings and
Mason areas.

CAUV/farmers will see a dramatic increase, possibly more than double in value and in
taxes. They will see more of a savings but will see a major increase. Commercial properties
will increase approximately 10%. Discussion and questions followed.

The slide presentation will be available on the Village of Morrow website.

The Hunt for Good — Kathy Michelich

The Hunt for Good is a non-profit organization that will host a treasure hunt in Morrow on
September 28", This hunt is focused on kids ages 8-12 years old and their families with
them. There will be an AM and PM hunt. The donations from this will go to St. Zachary’s
Haven. This hunt is focused on local history here in the Morrow area. There will also be a
treasure hunt for adults online. Mrs. Michelich asked everyone to please visit
thehuntforgood.org for more information.

Village Officials

Mayor Fisher asked council to approve the adoption of a new bond schedule allowing the
Chief of Police and Clerk of Courts to update the current bond schedule to reflect Warren
County Courts schedule as of August 1, 2024. Motion to suspend the rules was made by
Isaacs-Niemesh; second by McKeehan. All yea. Motion to adopt Resolution 9-24 adopting
the bond schedule of the Warren County Court was made by Frederick; second by Isaacs-
Niemesh. All Yea.

Next, Mayor Fisher brought to council’s attention that the Village water rates need to be
raised in order for the Village to maintain and continue in the water business. Currently the
water minimum is $36 and the Mayor would like to consider raising that to $48 per every
two months. Mayor also suggested to increase the bulk tokens to $3.50 from $2.75.
Discussion is tabled until next meeting.

Discussion continued about cleaning out the water tank in the Woodlands of Morrow. One
quote has been received in the amount of more than $90,000. Council would like to receive
more bids and discuss later.

Mayor had three other items to update council.



1. Ribbon cutting at the Todd’s Fork Bridge was a great success. There was a large
crowd and the Mayor wanted to thank Sweet Joy for cookies that were made with the
new bridge picture on them.

2. Purple Heart City — we will hold a special session of Council on Tuesday, September
3" at 6pm located at the 315 to have the ceremony for the Village of Morrow to
become a Purple Heart Village. All are welcome to come.

3. Officer Hawk is at a School Resource Training conference in Phoenix, Arizona.

Village Administrator, Caroline Whitacre had three updates for council:
1. The Depot agreement was signed on July 1%,
2. The Purple Heart ceremony comes with signs for the Village which will be placed at
the entrances to the Village, approval needed to purchase these signs.
3. Phones — the Village has signed a new contract with Spectrum to update the phone
system. Currently the Village phones are not working correctly.

Councilman Frederick asked about having a DORA location on Main Street and what it
would take to get that started. Solicitor Kaspar stated that a space will need to be defined
and how that space will be used. Kaspar will get options to council.

Open to the Floor
Laura Briscoe asked about a hydrant being placed on Flora Avenue. It was stated that if
there was a fire, they would connect to the nearest hydrant or bring in a tanker truck.

The Mayor stated that a hydrant was hit by a car on State Route 22 & 3 across from the
Plaza. The Village will be sending an invoice to the insurance company of the gentleman
who hit the hydrant in order to recoup money.

Andrea Joffe reported the Tree Board would like to place a Dappled Willow in Yorkie
Bryant Park for the Arbor Day Celebration on October 3". Council approved the tree
placement and gave a thumbs up to purchase the tree. All yea.

The Mayor closed the floor.

Motion to adjourn to Executive Session requested by the Mayor for personnel matters.
Motion made by Frederick; second by Schraffenberger. All yea.

Motion to return to regular session made by Frederick; second by Schraffenberger. All yea.

Approval with respect to hiring two additional personnel. Filling a maintenance position and
making a new apprenticeship position in the Water Department. Motion to suspend the rules
made by Frederick; second by McKeehan. All yea. Motion to allow to Mayor and
Administrator to hire to fill these positions made by Frederick; second by Schraffenberger.
All yea.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn by Schraffenberger; second by Frederick. All yea.

Tina Powell, Clerk of Council Mitchell Fisher, Mayor
& Fiscal Officer



