
Regular Session of Village Council 

 

 

  May 21, 2024; 6:00 pm                          

 

  

Call to Order 

The Regular Session of Council was called to order by Mayor Mitchell Fisher.  The meeting 

was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call 

Roll Call was completed by Solicitor, John Kaspar.  The following members were present.   

 

York Bryant      Rebecca Isaacs-Niemesh – A  

Jim Frederick     George Schraffenberger 

Mike McKeehan     Ben Steiner  

 

Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Council reviewed the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion to approve April 16, 2024 

Regular Session made by Frederick; second by Schraffenberger. All yea. Motion carried.   

 

Reports / Legislation from Village Officials 

Monthly Village Fiscal Revenue Status by Fund Summary, Bank Reconciliation and 

Disbursements, Mayor’s Court Report and Bank Reconciliation were provided for Council. 

 

Warren County Sheriff’s Office – Sheriff Larry Sims 

Sheriff Larry Sims addressed the Mayor and Council regarding the Warren County Sheriff’s 

office Year in Review for 2023. Sheriff Sims has been with Warren County for 16 years and 

will retire in December being replaced by Barry Riley. Sims distributed information packets 

of the year in review to council and the public. Sims mentioned a couple of highlights in the 

handout. School Resource Officers have increased around the County especially in the 

Kings School District. The Sheriff’s office now has three drones used for a variety of needs 

in the department. The jail is two years old and still not full and is paid for. The Warren 

County Tactical Response Unit was recognized by the Ohio Tactical Officers Association as 

Team of the Year. This was due in part to the actions the team took to end a hostage 

situation in 2022 in the Mason area.  

 

Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry – Wendi Van Buren  

Wendi Van Buren assists the Village with the Arbor Day Foundation’s Tree City USA 

programs. Van Buren congratulated the Village on joining 47 other cities, villages and 

townships across Southwest Ohio in the Tree City program. The Village has received the 

designation for 11 years. The Village was awarded a small plaque and signs to be displayed. 

Van Buren gave a handout to council. Councilmember Frederick asked Van Buren a 

question regarding funding from FEMA in disaster cases. Van Buren stated that a 

designation place is required prior to the disaster for this to be considered by FEMA as a 

project. Frederick stated that there has been discussion twice about making Thornton Park a 

designated area, and would like to see this taken care of either by Ordinance or Resolution 

as soon as possible. Van Buren stated she would gather information and send it to Frederick 

and the Mayor.  

 

Salem Township Fire Department – Assistant Chief Moenster 

Assistant Chief Moenster gave an update on the Salem Township Fire Department. 

Moenster talked about the number of callouts, fires and responses to calls. The department 

purchased a new tanker that cost $501,000. On June 1st there will be an event at Oeder’s 

Lake, that helps support the Fire Department. Fire hydrants around the Village will be 

painted and numbered in the near future.  

 

Jones Warner Consultants – Shawn Campbell 

Mr. Campbell asked for Council’s approval to appropriate funds to finish the final phase of 

the Woodlands of Morrow Booster Station. There are four components with an estimated 

total of $35,000. This was appropriated in Resolution 5-24.  

 

Village Officials 

Solicitor Kaspar asked Council to approve Resolution 5-24 approving adjustments and 

appropriations by emergency to increase funds in order to finish the adjustments required by 

the audit and to pay other outstanding bills. Motion to suspend the rules made by Steiner; 
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second by Frederick. All yea. Motion to approve Resolution 5-24 made by Steiner; second 

by Schraffenberger. All yea. Kaspar also presented to council Resolution 6-24 approving a 

change in the dates when trash rate increases should take effect. This will move up the 

effective date to the May reading in order to receive funds in August. Motion to suspend the 

rules made by Steiner; second by Frederick. All yea. Motion to adopt made by Steiner; 

second by McKeehan. All yea.  

 

Mayor Fisher commented that the historic Railroad Bridge is beautiful and lights are still to 

come. The Mayor also thanked Tracy Shump for her involvement. The Mayor gave a big 

shout out to Mike Bryant, Chief Kilburn, Officer Hawk, and Officer Partin for their work in 

cleaning up the Village after the straight-line winds came thru the Village and the tornado 

hit Mason Morrow Milgrove Road. Quick work was made of many limbs and trees being 

down. One benefit to having a contract with Rumpke was access to large dumpsters. The 

Mayor also wanted to thank Salem Township Fire Department and Hamilton Township for 

their assistance and Union and Turtlecreek Townships for offering help and equipment.  

Mayor Fisher informed Council that he attended training for Mayors and met neighboring 

Mayors. Mayor Fisher is hoping to team up with neighboring areas for grants.  

Mayor Fisher announced the Bryson’s Car Show will be Saturday from 9 – 2 on Main 

Street. The Mayor thanked Theresa Painter and Griffiths Nursery for donating flowers for 

the bridge and the beautiful planters in the front of the Administrative and Maintenance 

buildings.  The leak on Alpine Heights Drivehas been fixed. The yearly special budget 

meeting for the Village will be held on Tuesday, July 9th. The budget must be approved by 

the 15th and the next regular meeting is on July 16th.  

 

Councilmember Bryant wanted an update on the damage of the corner of the building at the 

end of the Plaza.  

 

Open to the Floor  

Tracy Shump asked about leaving the sidewalk from the gazebo to the bike trail. The Mayor 

stated that this was already taken care of by the Administrator.  

 

Scott Tilford asked if the Village was aware of holes in front of the Depot left by ODNR 

when they removed the posts. Maintenance will take a look at this.  

 

Judy Neal asked if the flags could be up by Memorial Day on Pike Street/St Rt 22 & 3.  

 

Theresa Painter asked if the parking bumpers in Veterans Park could be straightened up.  

 

The Mayor asked three times for additional items and closed the floor.  

 

Motion to adjourn to Executive Session requested by the Mayor to discuss real property of 

the Depot and the Plaza. Motion made by Frederick; second by McKeehan. All yea. 

 

Motion to return to regular session made by Frederick; second by Steiner. All yea.  

 

Solicitor Kaspar stated that discussion has occurred about the disposition of the Depot 

property. A topic of conversation has been to lease the Depot with the option to purchase to 

the Depot Brewing Company. Kaspar is seeking Resolution 7-24 authorizing the Mayor or 

designee to enter into a lease agreement with option to purchase to the Depot Brewing 

Company as an emergency. Motion to suspend the rules was made by Frederick; second by 

Schraffenberger. All yea. Motion to adopt was made by Frederick; second by 

Schraffenberger. All yea.  

 

Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn by Frederick; second by Steiner.  All yea.  

 

 

________________________                               ____________________________ 

Tina Powell, Clerk of Council    Mitchell Fisher, Mayor    

& Fiscal Officer                                       


