
Regular Session of Village Council 

 

 

  February 13, 2024; 6:00 pm                          

 

  

Call to Order 

The Regular Session of Council was called to order by Mayor Mitchell Fisher.  The meeting 

was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call 

Roll Call was completed by Solicitor, John Kaspar.  The following members were present.   

 

York Bryant      Rebecca Isaacs-Niemesh - A 

Jim Frederick     George Schraffenberger 

Mike McKeehan     Ben Steiner  

 

Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Council reviewed the minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion to approve January 9, 2024 

Regular Session made by Frederick; second by Steiner. All yea. Motion to approve January 

23, 2024 Special Session made by Frederick; second by Schraffenberger. All yea.   

 

Reports / Legislation from Village Officials 

Monthly Village Fiscal Revenue Status by Fund Summary, Bank Reconciliation and 

Disbursements, Mayor’s Court Report and Bank Reconciliation were provided for Council. 

 

Duke Energy Discussion:  Rhonda Whitaker Hurtt, Abigail Melampy, Abriel Agbenu, 

Zach Riley & Keith Hughes 

Duke Energy representatives gave a power point presentation to the Mayor and Council in 

regards to updates and improvements in Morrow area power. Duke discussed the power 

outage to Morrow during winter storm Elliot that impacted our area on December 23, 2022. 

Numerous causes including -8 degree temperatures, snow, ice and damaging winds in excess 

of 35mph were to blame. Duke has worked hard to update operations in main line 

connection points and reduce vegetation near lines to help with outages. Questions from the 

audience were answered by Duke personnel.  

 

Jen Santos – TNR Station 

Jen Santos informed council of her work at 245 Main Street with stray cats in the Village of 

Morrow. Ms. Santos has built a small house to feed and shelter some of the strays in order to 

help with the Trap Neuter and Release program. Ms. Santos is concerned with the possibility 

of this private property not being available for much longer and asked if there were any 

other open areas on Main Street to use for this work. The Mayor stated that this would need 

to be discussed at a later time if needed.  

 

Jones Warner Consultants, Inc – Shawn Campbell  

Mayor Fisher stated that he had discussed the process of road dedication in the Woodlands 

of Morrow with Mr. Campbell. Order of road dedication is as follows: Mayor signs plot 

plan, road is then dedicated, once the area is completed then council must accept the road 

and then it becomes the Villages to maintain. Mr. Campbell is completing a list of roads that 

are dedicated but not yet accepted.  

Mr. Campbell is working with the Depot renovation that is moving along very well.  

Mr. Campbell stated that his intention in the March meeting is to request authorization for 

the Booster Station on Pike Street. More information to come in March.  

 

Village Officials 

Mayor Fisher informed council on a few items. First, mileage updates will be quarterly for 

each department. Second, the cost for the heating system at the Salem Township Library 

was $37,755 including a deposit of $25,000. Third, the grounds around the water tower in 

the Woodlands of Morrow is the Village’s responsibility. Maintenance has a plan to fix the 

hillside and would like to put an access road from Allen’s Ridge. Next, the fire lane parking 

in the Woodlands has been an ongoing concern. During a recent meeting with Mary Allan 

and Dan Fisher, the Mayor received approval to proceed with placing signs on fire hydrant 

sides of the road. The Fiscal Officer will get a quote for approximately 250 signs and posts  
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and discuss at a later time. The Mayor then read a Proclamation declaring February 7-14, 

2024 Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Week. Next, the Mayor asked for council’s 

suggestions in regards to an incident that occurred in the Plaza parking lot. Bobbie Grice 

parked in one of the lots at the plaza and there was a piece of rebar sticking up out of the 

parking curb. Her car was damaged when it hit the rebar. A quote was given to the Mayor 

from Ms. Grice to fix the vehicle. Council agreed that the Village should fix the vehicle due 

to the specific circumstance that the parking curb rebar caused the damage. The Fiscal 

Officer was asked to check the deductible and what would be needed for insurance or if the 

quote is less than proceed and pay. Lastly, the Mayor discussed the option of moving the 

Village of Morrow Council meetings to the 3rd Tuesday of the month. This would allow 

citizens and council members the ability to also join in the Township and School Board 

meetings. Thumbs up was given by council. Next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 

19, 2024. 

 

The Administrator informed council that the Brownfield Remediation Grant has been 

submitted to Warren County for the purpose of defining the degree and extent of ground 

water contamination at the Plaza. This program is $1 million dollars per county. This was 

discussed in a meeting with Warren County Economic Development and the owner of the 

old Sunoco Station in the Village. This does not cost the Village anything and will take care 

of the contaminated soil in that area. The Village would be supporting the owner, Brian 

Simmerman in this effort.  

 

Councilmember Frederick asked for the timer for the lights in the Plaza to be updated.  

 

Solicitor Kaspar presented Ordinance 1-24, An Ordinance approving, adopting, and enacting 

American Legal Publishing’s Ohio Basic Code, 2024 Edition, as the code of Ordinances for 

the Village of Morrow, Ohio, and declaring an emergency. Motion to suspend the rules 

made by Frederick; second by Schraffenberger. All yea. Motion to adopt Ordinance 1-24 

made by Steiner; second by Frederick. All yea.  

Next, Kaspar presented Resolution 2-24 Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an 

agreement with the Warren County Engineer’s office for the purchase of 100 tons of road 

salt for the 2024-2025 winter season and declaring an emergency. Motion to suspend the 

rules made by McKeehan; second by Schraffenberger. All yea. Motion to adopt Resolution 

2-24 made by Steiner; second by Frederick. All yea.  

 

Open to the Floor  

Laura Brisco requested a new street sign on Flora Drive. Ms. Brisco asked if the sidewalk in 

front of the Barber Shop is part of the street or a sidewalk.  

 

Billie Agnone asked where the Revitalization plan for the Village of Morrow stood.  

 

David Anthony Mayer brought a few items to council’s attention.  

 

Paul Zorn informed council that the Tree Board Awards Ceremony will be held on April 

17th. The VFW would like to have a proclamation made for Private Mullins Day.  

 

Gary Painter appreciated moving the council meetings to another day.  

 

Motion to adjourn to Executive Session made by Steiner; second by Schraffenberger. All 

yea.  

Motion to reconvene to regular session made by Steiner; second by Frederick. All yea.    

 

Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn by Steiner; second by Schraffenberger.  All yea.  

 

 

________________________                               ____________________________ 

Tina Powell, Clerk of Council    Mitchell Fisher, Mayor    

& Fiscal Officer                                       


